
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-042

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

AMPEX CORPORATION
AND
TANDEM COMPUTERS INCORPORATED

10435 NORTH TANTAU AVENUE FACILITY
CUPERTINO, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California
Francisco Bay
that:

Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds

1. Ampex Corporation leased the facility at 10435 North
Tantau Avenue from 1974 to 1986. Ampex vacated the
property in 1986 when the facility was sold to Tandem
computers Incorporated, the current owner and operator of
the property. Both parties are named as dischargers;
however, Tandem Computers Incorporated will have
responsibilities for investigation and cleanup only in the
event that Ampex Corporation fails to comply with the
investigation and cleanup provisions of the Order.

2. While occupying the site, Ampex used the facility to
design and manufacture cameras. Chemical solutions used
in the production operation, including degreasers,
lacquer thinners, and isopropyl alcohol, were stored in
55-gallon drums in an asphalt-bermed area located in the
rear of the facility. No underground storage tanks have
been installed at the site.

3. site investigations indicate that the soil beneath the
former drum storage area and maintenance shed area to be
contaminated with tetrachloroethylene (PCE),
trichloroethylene (TCE), trans-l,2-dichloroethylene
(TDCE), and Freon 113. Chemical analyses of soil samples
indicate that PCE is the primary constituent beneath the
former drum storage area where concentrations ranged from
0.03 parts per million (ppm) to 25 ppm. TCE is the
primary constituent detected in the soil beneath the
maintenance shed area where concentrations ranged from
0.01 ppm to 13 ppm.

4. The principal contaminants, TCE and PCE, were detected
only in the top 50 feet of soil; these contaminants were
not detected in the first water-yielding zone in both on­
site wells. Freon 113 was also detected in the top 50
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